
 

“Nothing says holidays like a 

cheese log.” -Ellen De-

Generes 

“The Holidays stress every-

one out so much. I suggest 

you keep it simple and try to 

have as much fun as you 

can.” -Giada DeLaurentiis 

“I once wanted to become 

an atheist, but I gave up - 
they have no holidays.”               

- Henny Youngman 

“That’s what the holidays are 

for - for one person to tell  

stories and another one to 

dispute them.” -Lara Flynn 

Boyle 

“It’s really easy to figure out 

why I love what I love, the 

holidays and the food. I 

know the difference between 

having them and not having 

them.”  -Sandra Lee 

“Just as a puppy can be more 

of a challenge than a gift, so 

too can the holidays.” -John 

Clayton 

“I celebrate everyone’s reli-

gious holidays. If it’s good 

enough for the righteous, it’s 

good enough for the self-

righteous, I always say.” 

-Bette Midler 

“It’s like your children talking 

about the holidays. You find 

they have quite a different 

memory about it from you. 

Perhaps everything is not 

about how it is, but how it’s 

remembered.” -Dennis Nor-

den 

“Holidays in general breed 

unrealistic expectations. The 

minute you start wondering 

‘is it going to be wonderful 

enough?’, it never will be.”    

-Peppers Schwartz 
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   A cozy fire in the winter is something we all enjoy, but only when it is confined to the fireplace. The 

US Fire Administration reports that winter residential building fires result in approximately 945 deaths & 

3,845 injuries each year, along with an estimated $1.7 billion in property damage. We close our homes 

up for the winter. We cook indoors more and use fireplaces and heaters with increased frequency. 

There’s much one can do to keep your home fire-safe this holiday season and all winter long: 

1. Extension cords: Don’t use them if you can avoid it. Be sure they are the proper wire size for the 

item being plugged into it, and don’t ever exceed that level. If whatever is plugged into the extension 

cord has a ground, make sure the extension cord has a ground wire. 

2. Candles: Candles have a dangerous open flame, so be careful where you set them - always in a        

candleholder never directly on a flammable surface. And, never leave a burning candle unattended. 

3. Holiday decorations: Water your cut tree regularly. It’s no joke - those dry needles can flame up 

with incredible speed and burn with fierce intensity. Be careful and do not place the tree too closel 

to a source of fire such as a fireplace or space heater. 

4. Hot ashes: Fireplace ashes are hot long after the fire has gone out. If you are going to clean your 

fireplace, put the ashes in a metal can with an airtight lid. 

5. Space heaters: Be very careful with the placement of space heaters. Never point a heater directly at 

anything flammable or use one with a worn cord. 

Five Safety Tips for Winter 

December 2012 

   For most of us, the end of the year is a time of reflection, anticipation, celebration and meals with fam-

ily and those we love. This year seems in some odd way, a Season full of more hope than it was at this 

time last year. Maybe, it’s because at our household we have the beginnings of a 3rd generation of the 

Coleman family with the arrival of Emerson Charles Coleman in October. It will be the 1st non-adult 

Christmas Eve celebration in our family in more than 20 years, and the hope is that there will be many 

more years and children to continue our family celebration.   

   On the national level, a contentious election has been conducted and our nation has voted. While this 

election seemed more vitriolic, the process worked for a democratic society. I believe the message was 

sent that our country, while having differences on approach, wants our national leaders to come               

together and do what is the right thing for our country. I have hope that they 

will rise to the occasion to be leaders and not simply politicians. There has 

been a senseless act of violence at an elementary school resulting in the loss 

of innocent children and adults. We must develop and enact a more reasona-

ble approach to gun control and mental health issues. 

   At the local level, our economy is on the upswing with companies relocating 

to Middle Tennessee and other industries expanding. For every new job cre-

ated results in 4 housing “starts,” according the National Association of Real-

tors. More homes have closed through November, 2012 than closed in all of 

2011. This represents a 27% increase in sales over 2011. If all goes as planned 

I will have closed 22 transactions for this calendar year, the highest this num-

ber has been since 2004.   

   On the personal side, the year was packed with both joy and happiness as well as a sense of loss. My 

daughter and son-in-law confirmed in our faith community during Easter. My son graduated from Dental 

School, started a residency in endodontics and fathered a 3rd generation of the Coleman family. We 

suffered the sudden loss of a devoted Uncle, who was a father figure to us and served as a trusted busi-

ness advisor to our family. A very dear friend died suddenly of cancer of the lung - but her death was a  

one with little pain or suffering. I had my chance to tell her “good-bye” and she said back to me “we will 

be good friends - even when I am no longer here.” Standing closely by my side was my partner in life, 

offering me advice even when I didn’t want it and always giving me unwavering support and love. 

   Isn’t that after all, what this season of Christmas is all about? A period of thanks, reflection and a              

renewal of hope, home and all that is good. 

My hope for you and those you love is to have a memorable Holiday Season. 



   The spillover impact of foreclosures has wiped out nearly $2 trillion in household wealth according 

to the Center for Responsible Lending in a recent report. The report also maintains that homeowner-

ship remains one of the most accessible ways to build wealth, and that home equity has been critical to 

helping American families to pay for retirement, education and health care. 

   While federal and state policies should address the “true causes of the crisis”- abusive loan terms 

and irresponsible underwriting practices - it’s important to maintain a stable supply of mortgage           

financing that ensures access to credit for qualified borrowers. The estimate is that 12 million homes 

entered the foreclosure process between January 2007 and June 2012. While it’s difficult to pin down 

how many of those homes completed the foreclosure process, the estimate is that between September 

2008 and December 2011 at 3.2 million. 

   The spillover impacts of foreclosure alone - the decrease in value of homes nearby foreclosed         

properties - at $1.95 trillion, or more than $21,000 per affected household. The Federal Reserve 

Board has estimated that $7 trillion in total home equity was lost in the housing downturn. Most of the 

blame for the bust on subprime loans lies with mainly mortgage brokers and financed by private-label 

mortgage-backed securities not guaranteed by Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac or Ginnie Mae.   

   Going forward qualified mortgages (QMs) will need to be: 

1. Fully amortizing, with no deferment of principal or interest. 

2. No balloon payments. 

3. Loans not to exceed 30 years. 

   Most families have that one great cook that outshines all others when it comes to culinary              

expertise. Mine was Aunt Jewell, who often made hot doughnuts on a Sunday night using the same 

dough that also produced wonderful yeast rolls. She became somewhat infamous for her version of a 

coconut chess pie. After much trial and effort here is my version of her best dessert of all time. 

Coconut Macaroon Pie 

1 unbaked deep pie shell   3 large eggs, room temperature 

            2 1/4 cup sugar          3/4 teaspoon salt 

          3/4 cup soft butter          3/8 cup flour 

          3/4 cup whole milk          1 tablespoon vanilla 

          2 packages frozen coconut         1 large package shredded coconut 

Beat together eggs, sugar and salt until lemon colored - about 4 minutes. Mix in soft butter, then 

flour. Mix in milk and vanilla. Fold in the frozen (now thawed) coconut. Place into crust. Mound 2/3 of  

shredded coconut on top. Bake at 325’ for 1 hour then cover with foil and bake for an additional 30 

minutes until pie is set. Let cool. 

  Give me your feedback at samcoleman@comcast.net 

“I said I wouldn’t do it often” 
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