
 

 “You expected to be sad in 
the fall. Part of you died 
each year when the leaves 
fell from the trees and 
their branches were bare 
against the wind and the 
cold, wintery light. But 
you knew there would 
always be the spring, as 
you knew the river would 
flow again after it was 
frozen.”   

Ernest Hemmingway 
 Pumpkins are believed to 

have originated in North 
America. Seeds from relat-
ed plants have been 
found in Mexico dating 

back to 7000 to 5500 B.C. 
 The largest pumpkin pie 

ever made was over five 
feet in diameter and 
weighed over 350 
pounds. It used 80 pounds 
of cooked pumpkin, 12 
dozen eggs and took 6 

hours to bake. 
 The largest pumpkin ever 

grown weighed over 

1,140 pounds. 
 The Connecticut field vari-

ety is the traditional Amer-

ican pumpkin. 
 80% of the pumpkin sup-

ply in the United States is 

available in October. 
 Native Americans used 

pumpkin seeds for food.   
 The last Sunday of Octo-

ber our family was togeth-
er as we honored our 
Moms by having flowers 
on the Altar at St. 
George’s in their memory - 
an annual tradition. Then 
we celebrated a few days 
late, grandson Emerson’s 
2 year old birthday. Life is 

indeed good.     
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   The last month has been an incredible example of business happening fast and furious. Though 
originating with a long time, loyal client, it came totally unexpected - out of the blue, so to speak - 
and certainly much appreciated.  
   For over 5 years I have worked with a particular family concerning the varying housing needs 
of them and members of their extended family. Specifically I have helped the family with 6 trans-

actions. Besides the volume of business, their demeanor is that of a 
dream client. They value my advice, know what they want and are pleas-
ant, reasonable people. If ever there was a client to be cloned this would 
be the one. I thought I had them all settled and that my work with them 
would diminish. Boy, did work change into a fast moving train within the 
last 4 weeks! 
   An aging widowed parent living in Brentwood had made the decision 
for various reasons to move from the family home of 40+ years into a 
newer, smaller home in Nashville to be closer to children. The family 
thought it would be a hard sell and might take Mom a while to find her 
special place. After some research Mom, her daughter (my client) and I 

went on a Monday to look at 9 houses that met her broad criteria. In the 2nd home, after view-
ing only 2 rooms, Mom declared “this is it - I want to buy this one.” We did look at the 7 others 
but they paled in comparison to house #2. In less than 24 hours we had the home under con-
tract and it will close early next month. She is thrilled, and the family is very pleased that she 
made a good decision so quickly.  
   Our next order of business was to get on the market and sell her family home where she had 
raised 4 kids and lived most of her adult life. Working with her and family advisors, we quickly got 
the home staged, priced and ready to go on the market. The home is in River Oaks in Brentwood, 
a very desirable community just over into Williamson County. I suggested a unique marketing 
strategy of 1st showings: a Client and Realtor Open House 3:00-5:30 on a Wednesday afternoon 

to build hype. When I arrived for the Open House, there were 7 cars in the driveway. In less than 
24 hours we had 5 offers, with the home going under contract for more than list price. It will 
close in early December. Mom is thrilled as is the family. Did I mention that Mom was on a 12 day 
European vacation during all this? And, she leaves next week for a cruise down the Panama Ca-
nal - business all taken care of, and I am most thankful.  

The Nashville Market Continues Strong 

   Nashville continues to be one of the darling cities in the United States receiving accolades on 
at least a monthly basis. Just this week it was announced that we would be hosting the NHL All 
Star Game in the near future & that Bon Appetite magazine has named us one of the Top 10 
Food destination cities in the country due to our eclectic new restaurants, entertainment & the 
vibe of the city. While the state is fiscally conservative & tends to be politically conservative, the 
city is seen as progressive with the continued building of major infrastructure items like Music 
City Center, numerous new large hotels & businesses moving to or opening new offices in the 
metropolitan area. Vanderbilt University & the Medical Center, continue to be a major economic 

driver in the city as well. 
   Currently I am working with 2 different individuals who have been specifically recruited by 
VUMC to join their staff. One, a nationally noted Pathologist from the Mid-West, is relocating 
here due to the vibrancy of the city, the professional opportunity of the Medical Center & his 

clinical expertise.   
   Another client, who will be joining Monroe Carroll Children’s Hospital as a Nursing Executive, 
tells me that she was drawn back to VUMC because of her roots in Nurse training there & the 
national reputation that Children’s enjoys. The dynamic nature of our city was also a causative 

factor in her decision to make this significant career move. We read about it in the paper or hear 
it on television, but as citizens we may be jaded. But, my clients & my business continues to ex-

pand due to the unique status that Nashville is enjoying at the national level on many fronts.     



   Readers of this publication seem to appreciate each month my list of “special places, new finds 
or home resources” that come with high recommendation. Here is the month’s supply: 
Handyman extraordinaire - Freddy Gillespie 615.482.6430. Freddy has been helping me and my 
clients for years. He can do minor plumbing, carpentry, electrical, painting, concrete sealing and 
sometimes just help you figure out a solution to a household problem. Rates are fair, honest as 
the day is long. 
Electrician Hailey Bell with Dodd Electric 615.207.4804. If it can be fixed Hailey and crew can do 
it.  

Light Bulb Depot on Murfreesboro Road. 615.254.5171. Every bulb known to mankind. They 
have an on-line catalogue or can help you by phone. Best prices in town and they deliver to 
your doorstep at no charge.   
Silo Restraurant located at 1121 5th Avenue North. Wonderful Sunday brunch, very accommo-
dating with small kids and very good new Southern food served in a pleasant atmosphere with 
very reasonable prices.  
Green Hills Seamstress 4012 Hillsboro Road, 615.385.3468. She can and has repair anything! 

 

I would appreciate hearing from you any suggestions or feedback!  

   Real estate firms are confident about the future growth and profitably of the industry accord-
ing to the 2014 Profile of Real Estate Firms. It appears that the industry is competitive and Real-
tors know that to be successful they must have a strong entrepreneurial spirit and the know-
how to make a business thrive even in a difficult market. Despite continued challenges, real es-
tate firms expect market growth in tandem with the on-going recovery. Most residential firms 
have a positive view of he future, with 66 percent of firms expecting to see profit from all their 
activities to increase in the next year. 
   The most common concern cited by firms was Millennials’ ability to buy a home due to stag-

nant wage growth, a slow job market and their debt-to-income ratios. Profitability, keeping up 
with technology, maintaining sufficient inventory and local or regional economic conditions are 
the next most reported concerns firms see themselves facing in the next two years.  
   Despite those concerns, firm growth has not slowed. 45% of firms reported they are currently 
recruiting sales agents with 87 percent of those firms reporting business growth as their prima-
ry reason for recruiting. Firms also expect industry competition to increase in the next year with 
48% predicting this will come from non-traditional market participants, 41% predict it will come 
from virtual firms. Clearly the use of the internet and “For Sale By Owner” sites has impacted the 
industry, but Realtors continue to add value to a complicated process. 

Real Estate Firms Optimistic about the Future of  Industry 
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