
 

“I love Spring anywhere, but 
if I could choose I would 
always greet it in a garden .” 

Ruth Stout 
 A gathering of Apes - a 

shrewdness.  
 A gathering of bats - a 

cauldron. 
 A gathering of bears - a 

sloth or sleuth. 
 A gathering of donkeys - a 

pace. 
 A gathering of elephants - 

a parade. 
 A gathering of giraffes - a 

tower. 
 A gathering of goats - a 

tribe or trip.  
 A gathering of leopards - a 

leap. 
 A gathering of monkeys - 

a troop. 
 A gathering of moles - a 

labor. 
 A gathering of squirrels - a 

dray or scurry.  
 A gathering of whales - a 

pod. 
 A gathering of crows - a 

murder or horde. 
 A gathering of doves - a 

dule or pitying. 
  A gathering of larks - a 

exaltation. 
 A gathering of quail - a 

bevy or covey. 
 A gathering of bees - a 

grist, hive or swarm. 
 A gathering of flies - a 

business. 
 A gathering of Realtors - a 

mess or trouble.   
 Matt has received a pro-

motion at his work and 
Martha is quickly building 
her own independent 
bookkeeping business 
working mainly from 

home. 
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   It’s common today for backyard space to be used as an extension of a home’s livable space. 
Creating an idyllic and cozy outdoor environment can also benefit when it comes time to sell. 

While there are many functional and financial benefits of maintaining a home’s outdoor area 

there are also many health benefits. 
1. Children’s stress levels fall within minutes of seeing green spaces. Knowing and experienc-

ing nature makes us generally happier, healthier people. 
2. Getting dirty is good for you! Mycobacterium vaccae in soil mirrors the effect on neurons 

that Prozac provides. 
3. Residing near living landscapes improves mental health. Research found that people mov-

ing to greener areas experience an immediate improvement in mental health. 
4. Living landscapes help kids and pets be healthier. Playing outdoors increases fitness levels 

and builds healthy, active bodies.  
5. Walking or running in nature resulted in decreased anxiety, rumination and negative affect. 

Grass can be 31 degrees cooler than asphalt and 20 degrees cooler than bare soil. 
6. Your lawn produces lots of oxygen - 50 square feet of lawn generates enough oxygen each 

for a family of four - and reduces the amount of pollutants from the air we breathe.  

7. It simply is good for the soul to feel grass below your soles.   
Call me at 615.210.6057 if you wish to discuss any Real Estate need you might have. 

   In the last edition of this tome I was working with a first time home-
buying couple anxious to close on their newly built home. The home did 
not appraise for the contract purchase price. It was hoped that when the 
appraiser came for the “finished product” review and final analysis, he 
might increase the value he had placed on the home. Unfortunately, that 

was not the case and the appraised value did not increase.   
   Since we were at the 11th hour and my clients really wanted to live in 
the home, it meant another round of negotiations between Buyer and 
Seller. Both parties made some movement and we were able to close on 
the home just a few days ago - 30+ days later than we had originally 
hoped. My clients felt like the home was right for them and believed, 

along with me, that the appraiser had missed the mark on the real value of the home. And, to 
show that I still had some skin in the game, I told my clients that if they needed to sell the home 
within 3 years, I would sell it at no charge if we couldn’t get their initial investment, carrying costs 
and fees back at that time. 
   Also, in a previous edition there was an article about a person who was interviewing at VUMC 

and had many questions about the Chinese Community in Nashville. On a lark, I suggested we 
go to Lucky Bamboo restaurant on Charlotte so that he could experience Nashville Szechuan 
cuisine and learn from the locals over lunch. Upon his departure, I thought it less that a 20% 
chance that Nashville would win out over competing opportunities. He texted me earlier this 
month saying he was starting at Children’s Hospital August 1st and he and his wife were coming 
to Nashville to find a home and want to move in by July 1. Quickly, I sent over 40 possible homes 
for their review by internet. They narrowed that list down to 13. 
   They arrived to Nashville for 2 days April 16 to find the house. That day we looked at 13 homes 
in a period of 7 hours. They were then guests in our home for dinner that evening along with 
another client couple who would be working at the same employer. For me, it’s a great deal  

about ‘connecting the dots as well as selling. We all had an enjoyable dinner and were ready to 
go look at the 4 finalist homes on Sunday. Since they had to return to New York for Monday 
work, we finished looking by 2:00 PM and on Sunday evening we put together an offer on the 
best finalist home. By bedtime on Tuesday, we had it under contract closing on June 21. The 
stars aligned for this one. And, we are all very thankful.  

7 Benefits of  a Home’s Outdoor Space 



Here are this month’s tidbits or finds in Nashville or things that it is time to experience once 
again: 

Bar Taco located on 12 Avenue South was my treat by Martha and Matt one recent evening.   

The kids had raved about it and now I know why. A relaxed, beach type atmosphere, helpful 
staff, good libations and great food made for a memorable evening. Everything is served fami-
ly style on metal trays and I didn’t have one thing I didn’t like. I highly recommend the Port 
Chester Reviver (a gin based drink with cucumber, mint, mango nectar and lime juice. As it 
relates to food items the Baja Fish Taco, Pork Belly Taco and the Sesame Ribeye Taco. Each 
taco is on a 4” flour tortilla. Sides for sharing would be Grilled Corn and the Spicy Cucumber 
Salad.  Be sure to save room for the Key Lime Pie in a Jar. 

Harpeth Gallery located on White Bridge Road in the same complex as J. Alexander’s has 

been a Nashville staple for 2 generations. Now Walton Estes and her efficient staff offer a de-
lightful selection of jewelry, tabletop wares, small decorative objects and an eclectic mix of all 
things wonderful. The accommodating staff can even help you shop by phone when in a rush 
having the gift wrapped ready for you to pick up and deliver. Hip, yet so Nashville! It’s the 
same great store as in it’s previous location on Hillsboro Road. 
 

I would appreciate hearing from you any suggestions or feedback.  

   Nationally home sales were up 5.1% in March, 2016 up 1.5% from a year ago. The local Nash-
ville market continues to be strong, but may be showing some signs of slowing. Here’s an over-
view of some of the key stats for the Nashville market.  
1. March/April 2016 there were 950 properties closed in a 30 day period  In March/April 2015 

there were 807 properties closed. Up 18% in number of closings. 
2. March/April 2016 the median list price was $269,400 with an average closed price of 

$266,500. In March/April 2015 the median list price was $229,000 and the average closed 

price was $229,500. For the current period homes that sell are only being discounted by 
about 2%. 

3. Average days on the market for current condition is 42 while last year the days were 46. 
4. The amount of inventory for homes in Area 2 has gone up about 45 days in the last month 

with supply exceeding demand for homes priced above $750,000. 
5. The number of Multiple Offer situations has declined by 50% over the same period last 

year.   
  

Call me at 615.210.6057 if you wish to discuss planned improvements for your home. 

5 Stats to Gauge the Market 
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