
 

“Christmas is a necessity. 

There has to be at least one 

day of the year to remind us 

that we’re here for something 

else besides ourselves.”  

Eric Sevarid 

 

Christmas Eve at the  

Coleman/Stewart House 

 The whole Coleman clan will 
gather for Christmas Eve 

service then head to our 

home. The “E’s” (Emerson, 

Ensley and Emalyn) will have 

an early meal and open their 

gifts. Then, after they are 

tucked in beds here - the 

adults will have, perhaps, one 

last adult Christmas meal and 

opening of our gifts.  

 For our appetizers we will 

have Phillip’s ‘Hanky Pankys,’ 

Matt’s loved liver pate and a 

family favorite of rice balls 

from Landi’s Pork Store in 

Brooklyn, New York.  

 Our salad course will be a 

mix of arugula, pickled straw-

berries, candied pistachios 

and crumbled blue cheese.  

 The main course will be a 

traditional Christmas Eve 

cioppino with sea bass, lob-

ster, shrimp and crab. 

 Desserts will be a choice of 

Fresh Coconut Cake, 6 layer 

Caramel Cake or Extra Dark 

Chocolate Pots de Cream.  

 While opening our gifts we 

will play the  classic Christ-

mas movie “It’s a Wonderful 

Life,” It sums up the goodwill 

of the Season - helps us to 

each recognize that ‘no mat-

ter how small’ we may think 

our life or influence has 

been, we have each made 

this world a different place.  
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Highlights from a Very Good Year 

   A recent edition of The Wall Street Journal had two different articles that caught my eye. Both seem 

quite telling about the state of affairs in our country. 

   The 1st article discussed how some families take big risks to advance their children’s future in sports, 

buying - even building - homes near hockey leagues, ski schools and other elite programs. One such fea-

tured family built a new $2.2 million dollar home in Telluride, Colorado so that their son, who is 11 

years old, could train with the Telluride Ski & Snowboard Club. And, they took a loss on the sale of their 

home in Hallowell, Maine before the move to Colorado. Another family has moved across state lines 3 

times in 3 years so that their 16 year old son can play ice hockey on increasingly better teams. 

   The next article was about a group of investors who is planning a high-end development in Texas with 

subterranean condos, a security wall and resort-style amenities. The investors are hoping there are 

enough wealthy folks that if Doomsday comes the future owners can survive in style. The enclave is to 

be built in Ector, Texas which is about 70 miles northeast of Dallas. Plans call for it to have 510 subterra-

nean condominiums ranging from 900 to 3,600 square feet with each one having 12-inch thick walls. The 

living spaces would be entirely underground with only the patio above ground and open to the world. 

Developers also plan for power plants and waste & water management systems that would allow resi-

dents to function off the grid. And, simple me, I have been worried about the rise in mortgage interest 

rates. 

You Can’t Make this Stuff  Up 

December 2016 

   Tradition has evolved with the December edition of this newsletter that I share a list with readers. I 

assume that you, like me, are now working on daily lists in anticipation of the upcoming Holidays and all 

the festivities. My list for publication this year is a bit different, and, I am going out on a bit of a limb to 

reveal some of my best transactions of the year. While, it’ true that I do earn a living by helping folks buy 

and sell Real Estate, or me - it transcends the business of the deal. For me, personally, it is about helping 

my clients make a major transition in their lives. While each client is unique and appreciated, there are 

some who somehow set themselves apart from the others.   

- My year started with a young couple who bought their 1st home with my help.  

At the time we saw the house and negotiated the contract the home was only 

about 60% complete. As we made regular trips to the construction site to either 

check on the progress or to make a decision about how a door should hang or a 

light fixture should be placed, I could see the excitement in their eyes. At the com-

pletion of the building process and after clearing a few hurdles, the joy for me was 

seeing their eyes as I handed over the keys to their new home – where they took 

their 14 month old baby girl to start their new lives in Nashville.  

- My most pleasant experience was a client who was referred to me by a previous client who has been 

very loyal to my business. As a matter of fact, the referring client made 2 different referrals this year, 

each leading to a closed sale. The woman they referred had bought a more modest home with her hus-

band in the Hillwood area several years ago and had been working with an architect for about a year to 

make the Hillwood home their forever home. The plans were completed and they had started talking 

with contractors. She had even started to buy plumbing and lighting fixtures for the renovated home.  

Almost 2 years ago the love of her life had a massive, fatal heart attack while walking with her in Percy 

Warner Park. For a lengthy period she put her life on hold until she decided what she would do as a 

newly widowed person. After much prayer and discernment, she decided that letting go of that dream 

would be best for her and her family as she moved on to the next chapter of her life. From the moment I 

first met her and learned her story, I knew she was going to be special. A brilliant woman with a good 

business sense she was a delight to work for on every front. She listened to my advice and her home 

quickly sold. I handled a few sharks that came along our way trying to take advantage of her, but the 

house closed successfully allowing her to close that chapter of her life. Seeing her hope, her demeanor 

and her kindness inspired me that my work is often much more than just business.   

My hope for you and those you love is to have a memorable Holiday Season 



   I have 2 special finds for readers this month justifying Nashville’s reputation as a cosmopolitan city. 

   Vui’s Kitchen -  a place located at 2832 Bransford Avenue (near 100 Oaks) is a great spot for authen-

tic Vietnamese cuisine. I have long been a fan of this style of cooking and, once you eat here, you’ll un-

derstand why. My favorite dish is one of their menu stars the Banh Mi - a delightful sandwich with house 

made pate, lemongrass pork belly, fresh house mayo, pickled daikon and carrots, cilantro and jalapeno. 

At the suggestion of the desk clerk I added two soft fried eggs that oozed as I devoured this magnificent 

sandwich served on a soft French style baguette. It is the epitome of Vietnamese comfort food. Very 

casual and nominally priced food that is perfect for a quick lunch or a Friday night meal.  

     Adele’s - I don’t know which came first, the singer or this wonderful food place. I know I’ve men-

tioned it in this tome before, but after a recent visit with Martha & Matt, I decided it deserved another 

shout out for the ambiance, service and food created by chef Jonathan Waxman. At my suggestion, the 

young waiter pulled up a chair to our table as he explained menu items and a few things not on the 

menu. Our table shared the cauliflower salad with scallions, pistachios and golden raisins. For my main 

course I went lightly and had the gnocchi with walnut sage pesto - which was good. But, the hit was 

Martha’s fish stew with scallops, red fish and mussels. As a side we ordered the roasted potatoes -unlike 

any potato I’ve had in Nashville. The whole place has a vibe that speaks to me.   

My wish from our family to you is a Wonderful Holiday Season with those you love.  

With National, State and Local elections behind us the implications for business and our citizenry are 

now beginning to develop. Here are the latest predictions: 

 Recent increases in mortgage rates may potentially price some first-time home buyers out of the 

market. The higher rates mixed with rising home prices will likely cause the housing market to slow 

in 2017 and see only moderate growth.  

 Home prices are expected to rise 3.9% and existing home sales are predicted to increase to 1.9% to 

5.46 million homes in 2017.  

 Still, a majority of more than 2,700 households surveyed by NAR say now is a good time to buy a 

home. However, confidence has dropped significantly by renters with only 57% saying it’s a good 

time to buy versus 68% a year ago.  

 The national median existing-home price is forecasted to rise about 5% this year & by 4% in 2017. 

 Those most optimistic about the economy are those under the age of 44 living in urban areas and 

having higher incomes.   

Give me your feedback at samcoleman@comcast.net 

        

2017 Predictions Already 
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